Zippered Purse

 

Outside of purse

Fuse the 11" x 15" batting to the front and back purse pieces and quilt. (Keep the fusing on the wrong side of fabric.) This can be outline quilting around the pattern. It barely shows and the batting is fused. Just have fun.

Lining and pockets

Fold each pocket in half (should measure 5 ½" x 15") WST, press and topstitch. Place pocket on lining piece with raw edge 8" from top of lining. Sew from edge to edge. Fold pocket up to cover stitching and raw edge and press. Mark pocket dividers as desired. It can be in the middle or in thirds. Any smaller than that makes it hard to get your hand in. Sew through all the layers, re-enforcing it at the top of the seam for strength. Repeat for other side.

Handles

Fuse 4" batting to handle fabric. Do not quilt. Press in half, then press raw edges to middle with the batting on the inside. It may be easier if you pin first. Stitch along the very edge. Turn and stitch on the opposite side. You can also turn it again and stitch along one edge about ¼" in, turn and sew the other side to match. If you turn as you stitch instead of stitching from top to bottom each time, you will not get puckers.

Pocket and Flap

Fuse batting to pocket and flap. Quilt the pocket and the flap. You can skip the quilting on the flap if you want. With both pocket pieces RST sew around 3 sides of the pocket beginning with the 5" side. The 6" side is the bottom of the pocket. Turn right side out and press. Press top seam in and top stitch it. This will be covered by flap.

With both flap pieces RST sew around 3 sides beginning at the 2" side. Turn right side out and press. 

Center pocket on front of purse with top stitched seam at top and bottom of pocket 3 ½" from bottom. Stitch in place.

Place flap with raw edge down toward top of pocket and top edge ½" from top of purse front. Sew in place. Iron flap down. Top stitch starting at left side to top to right side. 

 

Bag assembly

Top corners of bag need to be cut. Put front and back of bag together RST. Cut top corner of each side by measuring down 1" and over 1" from corner, draw diagonal line and cut off. Repeat with lining.

Sew left side seams together, starting at the top edge of the diagonal cut RST. Repeat on right side. Now sew the bottom edge of bag . Do not sew across to top opening. Repeat with lining. 

Hold bag upright RST. Grab bottom corner and pull out, matching up the side seam with the bottom seam. This will force the bag to a point. Measure up 2" on both sides and mark the diagonal line. Sew on that line. Cut off the corner. Repeat on the other side and on the lining. When you turn the bag right side out, you will now have a flat bottom to the bag. You can try to press as much as you can. 

Place the lining over the bag, RST and sew around the top, leaving an opening to pull the bag through. Turn the bag right side out. 

Zipper casing

Fold casing in half WRT and press. Then fold each of the ends into the middle and press. It should look like double fold bias tape. Repeat with other casing.

Slip the zipper into the open side of casing. Using your zipper foot, sew the casing to the zipper. Do not sew too closely or it will be hard to open and shut. Sew second casing to other side of zipper.

To finish the casing, you can fold each end under and stitch it down to the side of the bag at whatever length you like. You can add a button to each side.

Or you can cut off a triangle, fold a hem under and sew it together. Then tie a square knot (right over left, left over right). 

Or you can devise something that you like. 

Handles

Fold up a hem on each handle. You may stitch it if you want. Place one side of handle ¼" in from pocket flap (if you try to get it exactly lined up, the eye will always go to it if you miss at all) and between the zipper casing and flap. Sew it on well. You can make a square with an X in the middle to reinforce the handle. Place same handle on the 

other side of pocket flap, making sure you have not twisted it. Then place the second handle on the back side, matching the placement to the front handles.

Now your purse is done!

